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that support healthy and active children’s ac-
tivities.

Gifford’s Ice Cream shops also play a key
role in supporting other local businesses. Gif-
ford’s buys all of its milk and cream from
Maine dairy farmers who pledge not to use ar-
tificial growth hormones. They also use locally
grown products, like Maine wild blueberries
and Maine made maple syrup, in many of their
great flavors.

Madam Speaker, please join me in con-
gratulating Gifford’s Ice Cream of Maine on
their recent awards and nearly 30 years of
successful business.

———————

CELEBRATING THE LAUNCHING
CEREMONY OF THE NEW NA-
TIONAL STREET BASKETBALL
ASSOCIATION PROFESSIONAL
LEAGUE AND THE INDUCTION OF
FIFTEEN LEGENDS OF STREET
BALL TO THE NATIONAL STREET
BASKETBALL ASSOCIATION
HALL OF FAME

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 29, 2009

Mr. RANGEL. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to celebrate the launching of the new National
Street Basketball Professional League and to
also honor my friends and our nation’s leg-
end’s of Street Ball. National Street Basketball
Association is a non-profit sports league orga-
nization headquartered in New York City. The
corporation was established to promote ama-
teur and professional street basketball and
provide the highest competition platform of
specialized league teams globally.

National Street Basketball Association offers
professional basketball athletes (21 & older)
who meet NSBA criteria with try-out opportuni-
ties to represent one of the statewide profes-
sional league member team divisions and
compete on a national platform. In addition,
the company provides amateur basketball
services for youth, such as camps, clinics,
tournaments and Life-Skill workshops. The
company also devises custom training post
and pre-season workouts to prepare athletes
for their next level whether professional, col-
lege, varsity or AAU basketball.

National Street Basketball Association co-
ordinates with elected officials, district leaders,
local community and outreach organizations
that support youth in sports. The company
also sanctions local, regional and national
“Street-ball” tournament organizations world-
wide. Beginning the summer of 2009, the
NSBA will host “Pro-Ball Classic”, an unlim-
ited men’s basketball tournament nationwide
through which they will select, try-out and es-
tablish the first six (6) member teams to rep-
resent their city and compete in their profes-
sional league. Each tournament city is divided
in three (3) divisions, East Coast, West Coast
and the Midwest with plans of adding a Men’s
International Division by 2010 when the
league tips off.

Madam Speaker, at this time, | want to sa-
lute the 2009 Hall of Fame Inductees to the
National Street Basketball Association, our
Playground Legends of Street Ball: Nate
“Tiny” Archibald, Erie Brown, Freddy
Crawford, Miles Dorch, Howie Evans, Artie
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Georges, Leroy Hendricks, Bobby Hunter,
Zack Husser, John Isaacs, Floyd Lane, John-
ny Matthis, Bob McCullough, Tony Rosa, and
Reggie Threat Sr. Congratulations to my all of
my friends and role models that grace the
courts of our playgrounds and basketball
Courts throughout Harlem, New York City, the
Nation, the world and in the National Basket-
ball Association (NBA).

For two consecutive weekends in October
2009, the National Street Basketball Associa-
tion will launch its first nationwide annual fund-
raiser initiative, “Hoops For Hope.” This
unique instructional basketball skills clinic will
provide for young male and female athletes
with the basic fundamentals of basketball, re-
fine those skills already learned, Life-Skill
workshops on Drug Prevention, Peer Pres-
sure, Conflict & Resolution and allow for drills
and play situations. This initiative will not only
educate but rally the support of these youth
athletes and further assist the American Can-
cer Society’s efforts to help those suffering
from this disease, become fearless and over-
come it.

This spectacular event plans to feature
guest speakers from the medical field, profes-
sional athletes from the NSBA, and district
and community leaders in support of raising
awareness of Cancer, encourage screening
for early detection and promote basketball as
an alternative to destructive leisure time activi-
ties and way to stay physically fit for life. In
addition, the American Cancer Society Teen
Challenge will conduct Health Workshops on
Tobacco Control and Teen Smoking.

Let me congratulate and recognize Kim
Champion, President and Chief Executive Offi-
cer of the National Street Basketball Associa-
tion. Kim is a former veteran Sports Executive,
President of Creating Athletes For America
Inc. with over 20 years of sports marketing
and management expertise. She is also the
founder of Women of Excellence Awards,
Playground Hall of Fame, and the “Pro-Ball”
National Basketball Classic tournaments.

Finally, let me also congratulate and recog-
nize Jose Morales, Executive Vice President
of the National Street Basketball Association.
Jose, a legendary basketball executive in his
years of basketball has headed up some of
the biggest Street ball leagues on the East
Coast, such as Triple Threat/Ron Artest Youth
League and the FLAMES and Queensbridge
Unlimited Pro-Leagues. He also helped pro-
mote and showcase some of NBA’s top ath-
letes in the league today including: Ron Artest,
Rafer Alston, Lamar Odum, Eric Barkley and
other all stars of the hardwood.

————

INTRODUCING THE CONGRESS 2014
COMMISSION ACT OF 2009
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Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Madam Speaker,
| rise to introduce the Congress 2014 Com-
mission Act of 2009. This bill establishes a
commission to study and make recommenda-
tions on the size of the House of Representa-
tives, the method by which representatives are
chosen, and opportunities for greater citizen
participation in our democratic process.

The fact of the matter is that the United
States is the second least representative de-
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mocracy in the world. The House of Rep-
resentatives has not changed size in 99 years.
During those 99 years the United States has
added four additional states. During those 99
years the population of the United States has
tripled. And yet, during those 99 years, the
House has only rarely even considered in-
creasing its size.

The United States prides itself on the suc-
cess of our democratic experiment, and as the
world’s first democratic Nation we claim the
titte of “Leader of the Free World.” Unfortu-
nately, when it comes to democratic represen-
tation, we are not the leader. Indeed, we are
second to last amongst the major democ-
racies. Only India, with a population of almost
1.2 billion people, has a less representative
government. Britain, France, Germany, Can-
ada, South Africa, Japan, Australia, Nigeria,
Brazil—all these countries have more rep-
resentative legislatures than the United States.

I am proud to represent almost 700,000
residents of Florida’s 23rd Congressional Dis-
trict. | am pleased to devote my time and ef-
forts working here in Washington on their be-
half, and | do enjoy the opportunities that |
have to connect directly with my constituents
back home. But my counterparts in the coun-
tries | just mentioned represent far less people
than | do, ensuring that their constituents not
only have easier access to their representa-
tives but also the ability to develop stronger
personal relationships.

Madam Speaker, 99 years is too long to go
without making necessary improvements to
our democratic process. Enlarging the House
of Representatives is an essential step in that
direction. An increase in the size of the House
will have a profound impact on our political
system. The benefits include greater access
and personal interaction for our constituents,
reduced campaign spending, smaller Congres-
sional districts, and, most importantly, better
representation for the American people.

| urge my colleagues to support this impor-
tant legislation.

A TRIBUTE TO JEAN RUNYON

HON. DORIS 0. MATSUI

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 29, 2009

Ms. MATSUI. Madam Speaker, | rise today
in remembrance of Jean Runyon, someone
who helped shape the Sacramento community
for more than 50 years. Jean was a dear
friend and tremendous advocate of Sac-
ramento. | know that countless people join me
as | say goodbye to a truly wonderful person.
| ask that my colleagues join with me in re-
membering a remarkable woman.

Jean was born March 6, 1927, in Concordia
Kansas. She was the only child of Rowena
Thornberg Hamilton, an actress, and Brutus
Kerr Hamilton, a 1920 U.S. decathlon cham-
pion and Olympic silver medalist. Her father
moved the family to California where he
worked for the University of California Berke-
ley for 32 years as both a track and field
coach and athletic director. Her father gave
her the limitless energy she was always
known for and was the one closest to her
heart.

Jean studied drama at the UC Berkeley and
wanted to be an actress, but instead of pur-
suing a career in acting she married S. Mercer
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